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Reminders for assessors:









Locally- or culturally-relevant terms may be substituted in English or in the language of the assessment.
Any term used in English or other languages may be defined or rephrased if the participant does not
understand the word.
Partial credit should only be awarded where indicated. “Prompt” and “Incorrect” boxes do not receive
credit.
The assessment should be given to one participant at a time.
Do not indicate to the participant whether responses are correct or incorrect during the administration
of the assessment. You can say “thank you” or “ok” after each response to indicate you are moving on to
the next question.
You should provide reassurance or stop the assessment if the participant becomes upset or frustrated.
You should prompt the participant for another answer or to be more specific if (1) the answer was
almost correct but too vague, (2) the participant misunderstood the question, or (3) the participant
indicates the question is not applicable to her or him.

Before beginning the assessment:


Make a statement such as the following:
“We are conducting this assessment to find out how much you know about the U.S. after attending cultural
orientation. Your responses will not have any impact on the services provided to you and your name will not
be used in any reports about the results. Please let me know if you need to stop or take a break.”

“Qiimayntan waxaannu u samynaynaa si aan ku ogaanno aqoontaada Maraykanku heerka ay
gaadhay kaddib markaad ka qayb-qaadatatay duruusta hanuuninta dhaqanka. Jawaabaha aad
bixisaa saamayn kuma yeellan doonaan adeegyada lagu siinayo, magacaagana lagu isticmaali maayo
warbiximaha natiijooyinka.”


This statement can be made in any language and using any wording that feels comfortable, as long as
the following ideas are conveyed:
o Results will not affect services provided to individuals or case members.
o Data will not be reported publically by name.
o Participants may stop or take a break at any time.
© 2015 Center for Applied Linguistics
The contents of this document were developed by the Cultural Orientation Resource Center at the Center for Applied Linguistics
under an agreement financed by the United States Department of State Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration.

1

What is one reason why it is important to learn English?
Waa maxay hal sabab oo ay muhiim u tahay inaad baratid Af-Ingiriisiga?

Response:
Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for correct answer

Reason should reflect survival or comfort in the U.S., e.g., employment, acculturation, talking to Americans, English
is the language spoken here. A response like “because the case worker said to” should not be considered a correct
answer. If the participant states that s/he already speaks English, prompt “Why is it important for anyone in the
U.S. to learn English?” “Maxay muhiim u tahay qof walba oo ku nool Maraykanka inuu barto Af-Ingriiska.”

2

What is your address and phone number?
Waa maxay cinwaankaaga iyo lambarka telefoonkaagu?

Address (Must include house #, street name, apt # [if applicable], and city):

Displayed or
said correctly

Incorrect





Give 0.5 point for correct answer
Phone number (Must have area code if routinely stated by locals):

Displayed or
said correctly

Incorrect





Give 0.5 point for correct answer
EXEMPTION: Participant has no phone

Exempt



Information must be said, written, or displayed in English. You may prompt the participant if s/he does not mention a
critical element (e.g., “What is the city?” “Waa magaaladee?”), and all critical elements must be stated accurately
for full credit. If a participant cannot remember address and/or phone number or cannot say it in English, prompt
“Do you have it written down on something you carry with you?” “Miyaad ku qoratay waxyaabaha aad sidato?”
Displaying address and phone number on something carried at all times (including cell phone or pocket card) should
be considered a correct answer. If participant does not have a personal phone number, you may mark “Exempt.”
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Can you tell me two services provided by [name of agency] that help refugees resettle or adjust to
life in the U.S.?
Ma sheegi kartaa magacyada laba adeeg oo qaxootiga la siiyo oo ku caawiya inay la qabsadaan
nolosha Maraykanka?

Response 1:

Response 2:

If needed, response 3:

Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





Give 0.5 point for each correct answer (maximum 1 point)

If client names something related to but not the responsibility of the resettlement agency or does not specify how the
service provided by another organization is connected to the agency (e.g., says “public assistance” instead of “signs
me up for public assistance”), prompt “Can you think of anything else?” “Ma ka fikiri kartaa wax kale?” If an
individual’s responses are all too general (e.g., “they will help me,” “health”), you may prompt “Can you think of
specific things they can do to help you adjust to life in the U.S.?” “Ma ka fikiri kartaa waxyaabo gaar ah oo la
samayn karo oo kugu caawin kara la qabsiga nolosha Maraykanka?” Local resettlement agencies should provide
assessors with a list of correct responses (e.g., what direct services and referrals are offered) and what responses are
close but not directly connected or too vague and thus suitable for prompting.
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4

For each health concern that I say, indicate whether you should care for it yourself, make an
appointment with your doctor’s office, or go to a hospital emergency room.

Caafimaad darro walba oo aan sheego, tilmaan haddii aad adiga iska dawayn lahayd, ballan ka
dhiggan lahayd dhakhtar, mise tegi lahayd isbitaalka qeybta deg-dega ah.
#1: Your chest or heart hurts
Correct
Incorrect

Laabtaada ama wadnahaaga ayaa ku xanuunaya.

(Answer: hospital)

#2: You have a runny nose
(Answer: yourself)

Sankaa biyo kaa socdaan.
#3: You have an earache for three days

(Answer: doctor)

Saddex maalmood bay dhegtu ku xanuunaysay.
#4: You have a small cut on your finger

(Answer: yourself)

Waxaa ku sarran farta
#5: You think you have broken your ankle

Waxaad u malaynaysaa inaad kuraanta iska jebisay.

(Answer: hospital)

#6: You have a big rash on your back
Dhabarka ayaa waxaa kaaga soo baxay bus-bus

(Answer: doctor)





Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for all 6 correct, 0.5 point for 3-5 correct, and 0 points for 0-2 correct

5

If you were at the hospital and needed an interpreter, what would you say in English or do to ask for one?

Haddii aad joogto isbitaalka oo aad u baahantahay tarjubaan, maxaad ku oran lahay Af-Ingriisi
mise samayn lahayd si aad u hesho qof?
Response 1:

If needed, response 2:

Fully
correct

Correct but
requires
prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for fully correct initial response,
or give 0.5 point for each correct answer (maximum 1 point)

A fully correct initial response would include a question or a statement in English signifying the need for an
interpreter and an indication of which language is needed (1 point). If the participant does not say the name of her
or his language, prompt “How would you tell them what language you speak?” “Sidee baad ugu sheegi lahayd
afka aad ku hadashid?” (response must be in English). English responses need not be grammatically correct but
must be comprehensible. Demonstrating the use of a ‘language request’ card or stating that the participant would
call someone they know who speaks English should be awarded full credit (1 point). If the participant states that
s/he already speaks English, prompt “What if you needed to ask for an interpreter for another person?” “Ka
waran haddii aad dooneyso inaad u weydiiso tarjubaan qof kale?”
R&P Cultural Orientation Model Assessment

Page 4

6

When your [name of initial assistance program] ends, how will you/your family get money?
Markuu dhammaado barnaamijkaaga mucaawanadu, sidee buu qoyskaagu lacag ku heli doonaa?

Response 1:

If needed, response 2

Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for correct initial response or response to prompt (maximum 1 point)

If the participant says something vague like “the government” or “the community,” prompt “Can you be more
specific?” “Si khaasa ma uga hadli kartaa?” (the participant must then name or describe a government/community
program or office). If the participant states that another family member will support her or him, prompt “How will
s/he get money to support the family?” “Sidee buu/bay lacag u heli karaa/taa si uu/ay u caawiyo/so qoyska?”
Depending on the participant’s situation, correct responses may include employment of self or other household
members as well as federal or state income supports.

7

What are two things a refugee can do to become employed?
Maxay yihiin laba waxyaabood oo uu samayn karo qofka qaxootiga ihi si uu shaqo u helo?

Response 1:

Response 2:

If needed, response 3:

Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





Give 0.5 point for each correct answer (maximum 1 point)

Response should reflect tangible steps toward employment, including steps on a job search or application, learning
English, job training, or getting necessary documentation. If refugee’s response is too general (e.g., “go to the
agency”) or related to attributes that make one employable (e.g., “be hardworking and honest”), prompt “Can you
think of anything else?” “Wax kale ma ka fikiri kartaa?” If the refugee indicates they cannot work due to age or
disability or if they are already employed, prompt “What can any refugee do to become employed?” “Muxuu
samayn karaa qof qaxooti ah siduu shaqo u helo?”
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Imagine I am a friend who is staying with you at your home. Tell me how to get from your home
to the nearest grocery store. Be sure to give me specific instructions so that I can get there by
myself.
Ku feker inaan ahay saaxiib kula joogaya gurigaaga. Ii sheeg sidaan uga tegi lahaa gurigaada
kuna tegi lahaa dukaanka cuntada. Isku dey inaad i siiso tilmaan sax ah sidaan ku tegi lahaa
keligay.

Response:
Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





If needed, response 2:

Give 1 point for correct initial response or response to prompt (maximum 1 point)

Assessor may substitute another critical service such as drug store, food pantry, or laundromat (if not in
participant’s own apartment complex). Correct answers may be a description of driving or walking directions or
stating which bus/train to take and where to get off. The participant need not name specific streets but should
provide some description of which direction and how far to go (if walking or driving) or how far to go on public
transportation. The answer should provide sufficient evidence that the participant knows where the grocery store or
other critical service is; the question is not testing the participant’s ability to provide directions.

9

What might happen if you do not pay your rent?
Maxaa dhici kara haddaanad bixin kirada guriga?

Response 1:

If needed, response 2

Correct

Prompt

Incorrect







Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for correct initial response or response to prompt (maximum 1 point)

If participant states that another family member pays the rent, prompt “What might happen to your family if [name
of family member] does not pay the rent?” “Maxaa ku dhici kara qoyskaaga haddii (magaca xubin ka mid ah
qoyska) aanu bixinin kirada?” Correct answers include become evicted/have to leave the home, bad credit report,
get sued by landlord, other legal consequences depending on the locality.
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What are three things you should do to be safe in your home?

10

Waa maxay saddex wax oo aad samayn lahayd si aad nabad ku joogto gurigaada?
Response 1:

Response 2:

Response 3:

Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Give 1 point for all 3 correct, 0.5 point for 1-2 correct, and 0 points for 0 correct

Answers may be stated as things to do or to have (e.g., supervise children in the bathtub, keep a fire extinguisher in
the apartment) or things to avoid (e.g., don’t smoke in bed).

11

Imagine you are helping a newly-arrived refugee learn to use the local transportation system
(buses or subway). What are two specific things you would tell or show him or her in order to
take the bus or subway?
Ku feker inaad caawineyso qof qaxooti ah oo dhowaan yimid siduu u isticmaali lahaa gaadiidka
dadweynaha (basaska mise tareenka). Waa maxay labo arrimood oo aad u sheegi lahayd ama tusi
lahayd si isaga ama iyada u qaadan karaan baska ama tareenka?

Detail 1:

Detail 2:

Correct

Incorrect





Correct

Incorrect





Give 0.5 point for each correct answer (maximum 1 point)
EXEMPTION: There is no public transportation

Exempt



Relevant details might include: buy a ticket, use a ticket, use coins to pay, read a map, board the train/bus, exit the
train/bus, where to get on, where to get off (each of those counts as one detail). If participant is likely to need specialized
transportation for the disabled, ask about this system. For specialized transportation, one detail such as whom to call
may suffice, depending on the level of independence required to access/use service.

TOTAL SCORE: _____________ out of _______________________
Total points awarded
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